Air Pollution
I this activity you are going to investigate air quality in the United States and our County.

1. Go to the following website:

Scorecard.goodguide.com/env-releases/def/cap_gen.html

2. Record the definition of “criteria air pollutants”. The levels of these pollutants are tracked very closely by state and federal governments.

3. Make a list of the six criteria air pollutants. Describe each of them in your notebook. You can do this by clicking on the pollutant.

4. Return to the previous page by hitting your back arrow.

5. Scroll down till you find “how healthy is the air we breathe?” Copy the definition of the “Air Quality Index”. Click on “ranking areas”.

6. Who do you see in the list of the worst areas in the country? Before you get nervous, click on our county.

7. Now click on the report for “critical air pollutants”.

8. Copy the following information for our county:

Percentage of days with good air quality:

Percentage of days with moderate air quality:

Percentage of days with unhealthful air quality for sensitive populations:

Percentage of days with unhealthful air quality:

Maximum AQI level in 2003:

Median AQI level in 2003:


9. Which criteria air pollutant AQI did we not meet in 2003?

