Name: __________________________________
Date: _____________
Food Pesticide Activity

In this activity, you will examine the pesticide content of different crops, and compare organic and conventional crop methods.

Part 1:

You will be using the following website:

http://www.whatsonmyfood.org
Background Questions:
1. Why are there pesticides on organic food at all? _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Who does the testing? _____________________

3. Why is the data on the website occasionally “N/A?” ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. How many years ago were pesticides introduced to farming? _________________

Pesticide Data Questions

Use the list on the right-hand side of your screen to research data on each crop.
5. What is the most predominant pesticide found in bananas? ______________________
6. According to the toxicity legend, what do we know about this pesticide?

________________________________________________________________________

7. How often is this pesticide found on bananas? _________________

8. In conventional bananas, what is the maximum amount that was found? ____________

9. In organic bananas, what is the maximum? ______________

10. Why is there a difference between the two? _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

11. Which other food contains this pesticide, but in the greatest concentration?
_____________________________________

12. Which pesticide is found most often in potatoes? __________________________
13. What percentage of domestic conventional potatoes are contaminated? __________
14. What percentage of domestic organic potatoes are contaminated? _________
15. So what is the advantage of buying organic potatoes? (There is a big one!) _________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Choose three other foods (not bananas or potatoes) and fill in the following chart:

	Food
	Most Common Pesticide
	How Often is it Found?
	Maximum Amount Found
	Another Food with this Pesticide

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Part 2:
Go to the following website:
http://www.organic.org/articles/showarticle/article-214
16. Why are these 12 crops nicknamed “The Dirty Dozen?” _______________________
________________________________________________________________________

17. Do you eat any of these regularly? If so, which? ______________________________
________________________________________________________________________

18. How do you feel about this activity? _______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

