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 Water: Pushing the Limits of an Irreplaceable Resource
After reading the New York Times article, answer the following questions. If you do not finish, it is homework. The article can be found on my website wilsonsciencespot.weebly.com  


1. According to the article, how was the earth and its geographic features formed? 

2. Why is the total amount of available, renewable freshwater difficult to measure? 

3. How has technology and urbanization affected water usage? What different uses of water arise in an industrial area compared to an agricultural area? 

4. What natural disasters are related to water, and how can these disasters affect humans? 


5. How has human use of water biologically and geographically changed the earth? 

 
6. Why would countries “run out of water in the future if they insist on producing their own food”? How does the presence of water relate to the wealth of a country? 

7. What is irrigation, and why do some experts believe that “some dry areas will not be able to serve both the needs of farming and those of the ballooning cities” in the future? 
8. How has water been a “source of conflict between regions, cultures, and countries,” and why? 

9. How is the use of water affected by growing population rates? 


10. In what ways have developed countries begun using water more efficiently, and why were some of these changes made? 


11. What is a dam, and why would environmentalists argue against them? 


12. How is global warming expected to affect the earth’s water? 

